


Until recently, few anglers realized that the populations of certain gamefish in the large oceans could become 
threatened. However, to increase fish populations, fish hatcheries are raising and stocking fish in the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans and the Gulf of Mexico. Today, redfish, snook, seatrout, striped bass, and other saltwater 
fish are being raised for stocking.

Know And Follow Fishing Regulations.

Fishing laws are meant to protect the resource and make sure 
there is fishing to be shared by everyone. If you fish, it's 
important that you know the rules and regulations. Ignorance of 
the law is no excuse. Fishing is a wonderful privilege; obeying 
fishing regulations is the responsibility that goes with it. 

If there are fishing seasons, you must know them. Seasons 
protect fish during spawning and limit the catch on heavily fished 
waters. Limits on the number of fish that can be caught are 
meant to keep anglers from taking too many fish at one time. 
This makes it possible for more people to share the resource. 
Learn about your state's fishing regulations.

Report Violators.

Anglers also have a responsibility to help state agencies protect 
our natural resources. Today, many states have a special 
telephone number so individuals can report those who violate fish 
and game laws. 

Protect The Area Around The Waters.

Never destroy the beauty of an area. Do not spray paint or carve words on rocks or trees. Do not drive 
through streams and riparian areas. Leave wildflowers and other plants growing in the wild. Do not destroy or 
pick them. 

Continually Seek New Knowledge and Skills.

A good angler is always trying to learn more...increasing fishing skills, learning more about the behavior of 
fish, and learning more about the harmful things people do to the resource. In this way, you can become part 
of the solution-not part of the problem. You don't have to know it all now; you will learn something each trip. 

Share Your Knowledge.

Good anglers share their knowledge with others and introduce their friends to the sport of fishing and the 
benefits of protecting the environment. Have you taken the Anglers' Legacy pledge? 



bank around a lake, stream, or river. 

Participate in Resource-Enhancement Projects.

A good angler gets involved in projects to enhance the 
resource. Some students do it as a class project. Others 
join or form clubs whose members will work on projects 
such as improving a stretch of water on a stream, 
building fish structure in lakes, or just cleaning up the 


