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License & Registration
One of the most important items any angler needs before they go fishing is 
their fishing license. Each state has their own regulations and offers daily, 
short-term, or annual licenses. TakeMeFishing.org has a great tool to find 
out where to buy a fishing license, the types of fishing licenses available, 
age requirements, fishing regulations and online purchasing. 

Click the button below

Your state’s profile has links to resources where you can review the state 
fishing regulations and browse different types of fishing licenses available 
in your area. Many states allow you to purchase your license online and 
print out a temporary license to go fishing the same day. Remember to re-
view the age requirements as children, seniors and veterans often receive 

discounts and unique opportunities for open fishing. 

GET YOUR FISHING LICENSE

1

2

3
Review the best licens-
ing options to fit your 
fishing needs

Select your state
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Places to Boat & Fish

Ready to get out on the water but not sure where to start? 

Click the VIEW MAP below to find Places to Fish and Boat across the United States.

Use this list of Key Symbols on the 
map to find places to fish, bait shops, 
and hot fishing bites!

Body of Water to fish and boat on

Best Place to Fish and Boat with 
family-friendly amenities

Boat Ramp to launch your boat

Marinas, moorings and supplies

Bait Shop to buy fishing bait & lures

Fishing License Vendors

Charter & Boat rentals

Fishing Gear & equipment vendors

Fly Fishing shops.

Fish Refuge or Hatchery Facility

Multiple Places of Interest

Click on a blue Body of Water icon on a 
fishing spot near you to:

• Review Logged Catches
• View Photos of Fish Caught
• Filter Fish Species in the Area
• Read Fishing Forecasts 
• Get Directions to that Location

Type in your Town 
or City into the 

Search Bar

PLACES TO BOAT AND 
FISH NEARBY

VIEW MAP

Logged
Catches

Fish
Species

Fishing
Forecasts
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How to Fish on Ice: Quick Steps
1. Adjust Your Drag: Turn your drag knob left to loosen 
it and right to tighten. Looser for small species, tighter for 
larger species. It should be tight enough to set the hook but 
loose enough for a fish to peel off.

2. Turn Anti-Reverse ON/OFF: Leave anti-reverse ON to 
lock your handle from reeling backwards. Anti-reverse is typi-
cally turned OFF when fishing for smaller species like Panfish. 
Reeling back and forth gives cushion to smaller fish that are 
too light to peel drag.

3. Pull Line to Drop Down: Instead of opening your bail, 
pull your line out with your drag system to drop the bait 
down. This method helps remove the memory kinks and any 
ice build up on your line. When the bite is hot, go ahead and 
open the bail to quickly drop down.

4. Jig Your Lure: Let your lure hit and poof the bottom. Reel 
up 6” and pause. Lift your jig up 1 ft, drop it back down, jiggle 
twice, then pause. Fish typically hit on the pause.

5. Dead Stick Live Bait: Alternatively, or in addition to your 
jigging set up, present a live bait offering on a jig or slip float. 
For crappie & panfish, bait with a ball of waxies, depth = .5-1 
ft off the bottom. For perch & walleye, bait with a crappie 
minnow, depth = .5-2 ft off the bottom. For pike and lake 
trout, bait with a shiner minnow, depth = 3 ft off bottom to 
halfway up the water column.

All of the ice fishing 
lures and jigs from the 
Quick Guide can be 
found in the Tailored 
Tackle Ice Fishing Kit
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6. Monitor Bites: Pay close attention to your rod tip. Pencil 
grip your reel with your index finger at the base of the rod 
blank to feel for bites. If the fish doesn’t commit, work your 
bait up 1 ft and pause. Keep working up until the fish takes. 

7. Set the Hook: Do not set the hook on a light tap. After 
a tap, gently raise your rod tip 1”. If  the rod loads up in 
connection with a fish, then set the hook. Most species inhale 
the bait, exhale it, then inhale and bite. If you set the hook on 
each tap you will often pull the bait away on an exhale.

8. Fight the Fish: Keep your line taut and gradually retrieve. 
If the fish runs, your drag should let the line out for you. If 
you feel too much tension, loosen your drag a turn.  If the fish 
runs near the hole, drop your rod tip into the water so the line 
peels below the sharp ice.

9. Clear the Hole: Make sure the fish nears the hole head 
first. If the fish is sideways, or backwards, let it run again and 
try to turn the fish back towards you. As it approaches the 
hole, dip your hand down and guide the fish out by the belly.

10. Remove the Hook: Keep a pliers in your front pocket. 
Continue to hold the fish by its belly in one hand as you 
remove the hook with pliers in your 
opposite hand. For larger fish, grip 
the edged area in front of its gill 
(not in its gill).

11. Release the Fish: Gently lower 
the fish into the hole with one hand 
cupping the belly and the other 
around its tail. Work the tail and 
release your grip on the belly. Once 
the fish kicks on its own, loosen 
your grip on the tail and let it swim 
back down. Plan to keep any fish 
caught in water deeper than 40 ft. 
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The Rattle Rip has BBs 
inside that generate vibrations that call 
fish in. Rip the lure up aggressively and 
let it dart back down to mimic a strug-
gling bait fish. Great for  quick hole hop-

ping to walleyes or calling in big perch.

Rattle Rip Minnow

The flutter spoon 
drops sideways, fluttering to reflect 
light. This silver spoon is your go to op-
tion for high water clarity. Call in wall-
eye and trout from far distances with 
big swoops and slow, fluttering drops.

Curved Flutter Spoon

Search for big fish with 
the jigging lure. Snap this lure up fast 
for the wings to drive it outwards in a 
circle. The circular movement covers a 
larger radius and the firetiger color is 
great for cloudy and stained water.

Jigging Lure Minnow

Perch chase anything flashy, however getting them to commit 
to your bait can be a challenge if they are not feeding actively. 
This spoon calls in perch from afar and the dropper chain sep-

arates your bait for a less 
intimidating meal.

Perch Spoon Dropper + Fish Eye

Ice Fishing Lure
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Tungsten’s heavy mass let’s you drop 
baits fast with a smaller jig head. This 
option is great for finicky panfish. Start 
with a single live wax grub to get a bite 
started. Once hot, wad 2-3 waxies on.

Tungsten Jig + Live Wax Grub

Use brightly painted jig parings in deep 
water or low light conditions to capital-
ize on active perch. Fish the plastic at 
full length to weed through smaller fish 
or pinch it down for a small profile.

Diamond Jig + Wax Tail Plastic

A thick and heavy profile to fish panfish 
fast, this jig pairing is great along weed 
beds and muddy flats. Jiggle in place to 
mimic a tantalizing plankton and pause 
often. Add a wax grub on top for scent.

The classic ice fishing live bait option. 
A flat profile let’s the minnow struggle 
upwards. Feel free to jig the crappie 
minnow or set it still as a dead stick. 
Pause often in your jigging cadence. 

Demon Jig + Live Minnow

Quick Sheet

Diamond Jig + Eurolarvae Plastic
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Marabou jigs are your go to trout 
presentation. Tip these with waxies 
for taste and add some flavored scent 
as well. Spread the jigs out on dead 
sticks and under-current will shape 
them like swimming leeches.

Marabou Jig + Live Waxies

Slip Bobbers are great for dead sticking live minnows next to 
your jigging hole. The bobber helps to break ice that forms 
over your hole and makes bite monitoring easier.

Slip Bobber + Sinker + Octopus Hook

Tie on 2 treble hooks to a 
snap via 6” fluorocarbon leaders to 
make a Quick Strike Rig. Bait hooks 
with frozen shad or live shiners. Dual 
treble Quick Strikes improve your catch 
rate on tip-ups for northern pike. 

Quick Strike Rig

Clip on a depth finder 
weight before you bait  your hook on a tip 
up or dead stick. Drop it down the hole and 
adjust your slip tie in relation to the bottom 
so your bait sits .5-1 ft off bottom. After you 
hit bottom with a tip-up, reel in until you are 
set to the right depth, then pull the line up 
hand over hand to keep that depth.

Depth Finder Weight
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Ice Fishing Clothing
Layering is the best strategy for staying warm & dry on 
the ice. Ice fishing works up a sweat and somehow you 
will get wet. Being able to remove and add layers is crit-
ical. Instead of a heavy coat, we recommend a breath-
able long sleeve + fleece + hoodie + insulated rain coat.

Ice Fishing Bibs serve as your arsenal, holding your bait, tack-
le, tools etc. Snow pants work for a trip or two, but insulated 
pants with water proof knee pads and suspenders are a must as 
jigging on your knees is the most efficient method to hole hop.

Winter Boots: Water resistance & insulation are the key to 
keeping your toes warm. Wear 2 pairs of socks. Find boots with 
durable, rubber toeing and thick insoles that dry easily. Use foot 
warmers as needed, but they are a nuisance after a long trek.

Gloves: Use 2 layers of gloves; a pair of athletic gloves under-
neath a pair of XL waterproof mittens. The athletic gloves give 
you dexterity to jig, reel, handle fish etc while also shielding 

your skin from the wind. Once you 
get cold, or the bite slows down, 
put your gloved hands in the mitts.

Hats/Hoods: A warm beanie is very 
common, however I recommend 2 
hoods + ball cap so you can layer for 
different temps and shade the sun. 

Safety Spikes: Hang safety 
spike over your neck when fish-
ing early/late ice or a new body 
of water. If you fall, jam them 
into the ice and pull yourself out.

Metal Cleats: Store cleats in 
your sled and strap them on 
when snow cover is sparse.
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A spinning outfit is the most popular way to ice fish. The bail & 
drag system on a spinning reel gives you the flexibility to easily 
present micro jigs for panfish and larger jigging lures for walleye.

Reel Size: Spinning reels are smaller for ice fishing, typically 
size 20. Casting is not important on ice, so the amount of line 
needed is less (80-120 yds). Less line allows ice anglers to utilize 
smaller, lighter reels which improve sensitivity, reduce weight, 
and make for a fun fight.

Drag System: Your drag system feeds line to a fighting fish. 
Drag allows your fish to run and tire without letting the line go 
slack. If the line goes slack, or a big fish runs on a stuck line, you 
will lose the fish. Default to a looser drag setting and increase 
tension as you develop feel for the bite throughout the day.

Anti-Reverse: Anti-reverse should typically be turned ON. 
This locks your handle from going backwards and spooling out 
line. However, when ice fishing for smaller species like panfish 
your drag is not light enough to feed line during the fight. Turn-
ing anti-reverse OFF lets you play panfish by reeling backwards 
for some give. Gently reversing on panfish allows you to use ul-

tra-thin 1-2 lb line and eases pressure on the fish.

Ice Fishing Rod & Reel

Spinning Reel

BailA

B

C

D

E

Drag

Spool

Handle

Anti-Reverse

A
B

C

D

E
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Power: The strength 
of the rod as measured 
by how much weight is 
required to fully load up 
the rod.

Action: Where the rod flexes and how that impacts your pre-
sentation. A fast action is ideal for ice fishing as it conducts the 
best bite indication.

Medium Light 
Fast Action
28” Length

Recommended
Specs

Spinning Rod

LIGHT: Bluegill, Crappie

MEDIUM: Walleye, Perch, Trout

HEAVY: Lake Trout, Pike

MEDIUM-LIGHT: Walleye, 
Perch, Trout, Bluegill, Crappie

Length: Longer length gives you more leverage and preci-
sion in your jigging and bite indication. Length is constrained 
by how much space you have to fish. 
A 28” Rod will let you fish  precise-
ly with enough space inside shelters. 
A rod over 28” is good for fishing out-
side a shack and a smaller rod under 
28” is convenient in cramped quarters.

What to Use: A 28” medium power 
fast action rod maintaining a 4-8 lb line 
rating paired with a size 20 spinning 
reel is a versatile combo. This combo is 
light enough to moderately feel panfish 
while also giving you the opportunity to 
target mid to large sized predators like 
walleye and trout. The Tailored Tack-
le Ice Fishing Combo maintains these 
specifications.

FAST: Bends at the Tip | Good for Jigging & Sensing Bites
MODERATE: Bends at the middle | Good for dead sticking
SLOW: Bends at the Base | Good for Jigging Large Lures
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Ice Fishing Line

Overall, we recommend spooling your reel with 6 lb fluorocar-
bon line. Fluorocarbon’s dense make-up prevents twists and 
curls that build ice on your line. The clearer consistency  pro-
vides a lower visibility presentation vs monofilament or braid. 
Fluorocarbon is more economical for ice fishing due to the 
shorter spooling length (80 yds) relative to open water (200 yds).

To target multiple species, spool up with 6 lb test of either 
monofilament or fluorocarbon line. The diameter is small 
enough for panfish, and the tensile strength can land walleye. 
Fluoro is stealthier but mono is cheaper and gives stretch.

To target larger fish like pike and big walleye, spool on 10 Lb 
braid. Make sure to tie on a leader of clear line like 15 lb fluoro-
carbon, as walleye can be put-off by the color of braid. Cut a 1-2 
ft piece, tie one end to a snap and the other to your lure or jig.

If you want to focus primarily on panfish, spool up with 2 lb flu-
orocarbon for a nearly invisible presentation. Panfish appetites 
can turn off drastically, so every advantage counts.

 

FLUOROCARBON BRAID MONOFILAMENT
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A flasher is a cone oriented 
sonar that displays a linear 
feed of your bait in relation 
to fish and the bottom of the 
lake. Flashers can drastically 
increase the amount of fish 
you catch. You not only find 
fish with your flasher, but 
can watch how the fish re-

act to your presentation and adjust your cadence according to 
patterns. The flasher displays an objects size by color. Red = 
Large, Yellow = Medium, Green = Small.

To read a flasher, look at the depth numbers around the circular 
meter. The depth at which the dark red lines land on is the bot-
tom depth below you. As  you drop your lure down, you will see 
its movement reflected in green to yellow lines. If a fish comes 
near your bait, it will show up as yellow to red lines. You can 
now present your lure according to how the fish reacts.

Underwater cameras enable 
you to view the bottom of the 
lake as well as how fish react 
to your bait. However, under-
water cameras are in the early 
stages of functionality. They 
are only useful when water 
clarity is high and snow cover 
& light conditions enable you 
to see farther than 2 ft in front 
of the camera.

Electronics
Flasher

Underwater Camera
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How to Tie a Clinch Knot

Ice Fishing Bait

Shiner 
Minnow

Crappie
Minnow

Minnow and waxies are the most popular live bait options in ice 
fishing. While you can catch any species on waxies, they are 
most effective for targeting smaller fish like panfish. Use crappie 
minnows to target average Walleye, Perch and big Crappie. For 
northern pike, lake trout, and bigger walleye, bait on a shiner 
minnow for a larger profile offering.

Tip your lures with live bait until you get on fish. All the fish 
need is a target as well as some scent to seal the deal. Don’t 
put an entire minnow on the treble hooks of your lure, rather 
a pinch of the minnows head or tail. This smaller bit of bait 
allows the lure to work it’s presentation without disruption, and 
is less intimidating to a finicky fish.

Waxies
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Popular Baiting

Call In Panfish Picky PanfishTarget Big Panfish

Shiner or Shad 
Quick Strike for 

Pike & Lake Trout

Perch Eyeball
Jigging for Perch

Dead Stick for
Walleye, Perch & Crappie

Crappie Head or Tail
Jigging For Walleye

Dead Stick for
Pike & Big Walleye
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Structure: Fish hold to it, particularly where transitions in 
structure occur. Changes in depth or bottom consistency are 
the general markers of structural change. Common structural 
features that support these changes are creek channels, 
points, humps, holes, and drop offs.

Cover: Fish use cover to find shade and ambush prey. Cover is 
made up of natural and man made features that provide ideal 
characteristics for fish to feed. Examples of cover are wee 
beds, boulders, logs, brush piles, and sunken trees,.

Structure + Cover: Your goal is to position yourself on struc-
ture (where fish are holding) and target areas that supply cover 
(where fish are primed for striking).

Smaller species like panfish & 
crappie can be found inside cover 

where they shelter from predators and feed on the insects and 
plankton located there. Fish the pockets inside of weeds and 
any overhanging structure above the bottom.

Larger species like walleye & pike can be found using the edges 
of cover as ambush points to target pray. Locate the side that 
directionally provides shade as these predators use the cover’s 
shadow as a comfort zone to build energy before a strike.

Finding Fish

Cover
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Before your trip, identify structural transitions on a lake map or App 
and mark 2-3 locations. Setting up, drilling holes and moving to a 
new spot takes time and energy. Create a plan before you arrive 
based on your target species and execute according to the condi-
tions and feeding patterns on the water

Creek channels are an ideal starting spot because their S-turns and 
sloping framework cover long expansions of water that serve as un-
derwater highways for fish and their bait. Seconded by points and 
drop offs, these structures relate to the surrounding topography 
and corral fish along the greater outlay of the water body. Humps, 
holes, and sunken islands serve as an oasis drawing in fish from the 
greater expanse.

Review the species profiles on the following pages and target loca-
tions based on depth and seasonal feeding patterns.

Structure
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Ice Fishing Tactics

Arrive at your lake with a plan to target 2-3 locations. Mobili-
ty is key to finding fish, and mobility starts with drilling holes. 
At your 1st spot, drill 15-20 holes, zig-zaging 10 yds long and 
wide so that you cover various depths and transitions in bottom. 
Check every few holes with a depth finder weight or flasher to 
map out your pattern. Fish each hole for 5 minutes until you find 
fish. If you don’t find fish, or the fish you mark are reproachful, it 
is time to move onto your next location.

Before you leave, make sure your next spot maintains a signifi-
cantly different structural feature. Repeat the process. Once 
you find actively feeding fish, you may choose to keep hole 
hopping or hunker down with a multi-rod approach.

1

2
3

4

 20-25 Ft

Once you locate fish, drill 2 
holes 1 ft apart. Set up a dead 
stick rod with live bait in 1 hole 
and  jig a lure in the other hole. 
Call in fish by jigging your lure. 
On an aggressive bite, jigging 
will suffice. On a more subtle 
bite, jigging will call in fish 
but they will only commit to 
the live bait. Drill a 3rd hole 
in-between the 2 holes if you 
are using a flasher so the cone 

covers both presentations.

Dead Stick

Jigging 
Rod

2-Pole Approach

19



A dead stick is a more subtle offer-
ing of live bite, either on its own or 

as a compliment to your jigging set-up. Suspend live bait on a 
jig or slip float to convince finicky fish to hit. Use wax worms 
to target smaller species like panfish. Use average sized bait 
like crappie minnows to target walleye. Use larger live bait like 
shiner minnows for pike. Keep your dead  stick perfectly still by 
placing it in a rod holder and monitor your tip closely for bites. 

Jigging a lure calls in fish and the proper 
presentation can convince a predator to 
commit to your offering. Here are some 
productive jigging techniques. 

Bounce Off the Bottom: Most species 
hold to the bottom and feed upwards. 
Jig your lure .5-2 ft off the bottom. Start 
at .5 ft and lift up 1 ft, then drop it back 
down. Jiggle in place and pause. Fish of-
ten commit on the pause.

Poof the Bottom: Make sure to pound the bottom 2-3 times be-
tween regular jigging cadences. When you knock the bottom 
with your lure, silt and debris churns to signal activity. Perch and 
walleye love to check out action flurries on the bottom.

Swooping: Swoop your lure up with an elongated stroke 2-3 ft 
high, then slowly follow your line back down with your rod tip. 
This cadence covers a lot of water and is great for calling fish by 
reflecting light and sending vibrations at various depths.

Working Upwards: Work your jig cadence upwards by a foot 
until you reach the ice. This allows you to pull fish off the bot-
tom and peaks the interest of fish further away. Separation 
makes fish commit, so when you miss a bite, work them up-
wards a few feet.

Dead-Stick

Jigging
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At first ice, panfish hold to thick weed beds 
in 5-15 ft depths that held fish during summer. 

As oxygen reduces and weeds die out, panfish move to the basin 
of the lake and stratify in the water column. Panfish roam the top 
half of the basin roughly 10-30 ft below the ice. At late ice, pan-
fish spread out on structural features and shoreline transitions.

Panfish are less active in the winter, and lightly feed 
on plankton. Jig with finesse and pay close atten-

tion to your rod tip. Release fish fast and get your jig back down 
on a hot bite. Activity calls in more panfish and spurs feeding.

Fish plastics 
when the bite 

is hot, and waxies when the bite is 
slow.  Trim down your plastics for 
a smaller profile, or add waxies for 
more scent. Drop your bait to the 
bottom, slowly working up. Swoop 
up 1 ft, jiggle your bait and pause. 
Keep working the pattern upwards 
at each foot. Bites often come on 
the pause. Don’t set the hook on 
a tap. After a light tap, gently lift 
your rod tip an inch. If you feel 

tension, then set the hook. 

Panfish  Bluegill - Sunfish 
Bream - Crappie

Location

Technique

Tactic

Tungsten Jig +
Waxie

Diamond Jig +
Neon Wax Tail

Diamond Jig +
Red Eurolarvae
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Drill a lot of holes and cover a lot of water. 
Search for walleye with a lure tipped with a min-

now head. Dawn and dusk are the most active feeding times, if 
you find a good spot, hunker down for the night bite. Actively 
jig to call in fish and pop over to a new hole every 5-10 minutes 
until you key in on walleye. Change locations often.

Walleye
Walleye habit deep & cool water. 15-30 ft 
depths in general, 10-20 ft at early & late ice, 

and 25-40 ft in mid-winter. They feed 1-3 ft off the bottom, and 
hold to structure. Changes in depth and bottom are key. Focus 
on near shore points and drop-offs at early & late ice. Search 
mid-lake structures like humps and holes in mid-winter.

Location

Tactic

 Drop your jig down to the bot-
tom and focus on the strike zone, 
1-3 ft above the bottom. Poof your jig 2-3 times to 

churn the bottom and call in fish. Swoop the lure 
up 1-3 ft, let it drop, bounce in place 2-3 times 

and pause. Walleye hit on the pause.
Once you find fish, drill a 
second hole and set up a 
dead stick with a minnow 
at 1 ft off the bottom. Call in 
fish with your jig and capi-
talize on picky walleye with 

your dead stick.

Technique

Demon Jig + Minnow Rattling Lure Spoon + Minnow Head
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Perch

Perch are often found alongside their walleye 
cousins, but larger schools roam a bit deep-

er. Target depths between 20-40 ft on average, working up to 
50-60 ft in the dead of winter. Perch love muddy bottoms filled 
with crustaceans, shrimp, and plankton. Fish across expansive 
mudflats and bars, drilling a swathe of holes before you set up.

Perch roam in schools. Finding the school is the 
real challenge. Check holes quickly and change 

spots until you start seeing fish. It will be worth the effort. Perch 
feed aggressively, so once you find a school, 50+ fish days are 
common.

Once you find 
a pod of perch 

from the school, jig your lure close to 
bottom and pound the silt. Work your 
jig up rapidly, separating from the 
fish by 3-4 ft. Perch will compete and 
force each other to commit when the 
bait is lifted away from them.

Set up a dead stick to catch non-com-
mittal Perch and take advantage of 
the school. Get your jig back down 
fast and keep up the activity. Catch-
ing more fish will keep the school 
around and bring more pods to your 
hole.

Location

Technique

Tactic

Perch Chain 
+ Fish Eye

Diamond Jig +
Neon Wax Tail

Flutter Spoon
+ Waxies
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Set your bait roughly 3 ft off the bottom and 
watch for flags. When a flag is up, let the 

pike peel line for at least 30 seconds. Pull in any slack line and 
set the hook with a quick tug. Bring the fish in hand over hand, 

keeping the line taut. Turn the head 
forward to clear the hole.

While fishing for other species in 
weedy 5-15 ft depths, add a dead 
stick to catch roaming pike. Either 
a jig + minnow or a slip bobber + 
minnow will bring in Pike. 
Warning! Pike will spook your 
perch & panfish targets.

Northern Pike 
Pike travel alone or in pods of 2-3. While very 
aggressive, pike spread out away from each 

other. Lurking around weed lines roughly 5-15 ft in depth, a pike 
is likely spaced every 20-30 yds. While most lakes are health-
ily populated with pike, jigging for them is ineffective as they 
spread out. Focus on covering a lot of water with tip-ups.

The most effective method for targeting pike is to 
set up tip-ups with quick strike rigs. Spread out 

the tip-ups in a zig-zag pattern across the shoreline. Cover tran-
sitions in depth and bottom type, spacing 10 yds wide and long.

Location

Tactic

Quick Strike Rig 
+ Shiner

Slip Bobber + 
Shiner

Demon Jig + 
Shiner

Technique
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Rainbow, brown and brook trout are natural-
ly found in alpine lakes as well as cold water 

lakes where they are stocked. Trout roam on their own or in 
tight pods of 2-3. Almost always moving, trout prowl the top 
half of the water column, typically along the shoreline transi-
tions and near-shore flats between 5-30 ft.

You will rarely get hit on the spoon, 
but when you do set the hook right 
away. When a dead stick gets a 
tap, run over and let it tap until the 
rod loads up. You need to let the 
trout set the hook on itself.

If more than 2 rods are not allowed, 
default to the 2 pole approach. Jig 
with a flutter spoon and have a slip 
float + minnow set up next to you, 
halfway down the water column.

Set up multiple dead sticks roughly 10-20 yds in 
a circle around you. Dead stick the marabou jig 

with waxies, setting it to halfway down the water column. Fish 
a flutter spoon in the circle’s center to call in fish.

Trout Rainbow - Brown
Brook - Cutthroat

Marabou Jig 
+ Waxies

Flutter Spoon 
+ Waxies

Slip Float + 
Minnow

Location

Technique

Tactic
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In winter, lake trout run along the edge of 
structural features near shore where large 

transitions in depth occur. Focus on big drop-offs and points. 
They tend to roam in 30-60 ft depths during winter, but this 
range varies widely.

Lake trout feed upwards and aggressively shoot 
at their targets. They roam around in smaller 

pods so you need to call them from a far. If you are in 60 ft of 
water, jig 30 ft down and you can watch lake trout bolt off the 
bottom and attack your bait from an insane distance.

Jig your lure in large swoops 2-3 
ft long. Start in the middle of the 
water column and work up until 
you are 5 ft below the ice. Lake 
trout hit like a freight train, so 
make sure to set a loose drag. 
When they pull off a run, dip your 
rod tip into the hole below the 
ice so that the line doesn’t chafe 
against the hole. Tip-ups are ef-
fective, but go lighter with a sin-
gle treble hook on a fluorocarbon 
leader as lake trout can be pickier 
than pike.

Lake Trout 

Jigging Lure Rattling Lure Large Shiner

Location

Technique

Tactic
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How To Clean a Walleye
Lay the fish on its side so that the spines are facing you. (1)

Locate the side fin and slice down from the side fin back 
towards the spine, deep enough to pass the meat. (2)

Turn the knife horizontal and cut front to back, just above the 
spines. (3)

About halfway back, poke the knife carefully through the fish 
and continue cutting towards the tail. (4)

Apply pressure, slicing back 
forth against the spine until 
you reach the tail. (5)

54          

312

1
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Open up and carefully cut around the ribcage from the top to 
the bottom, in an arc towards the belly. (6)

Cut in a strait line along the belly until you reach the tail. (7)

Do not slice off the side of the fish yet. Flip it over, still at-
tached to the tail. (8) 

Press the tail down with your fingers. Slice down at the edge 
of the tail until you reach the skin. (9)

Lay your knife flatly angled towards the skin and carefully 
shave against the skin, back and forth.  After the fillet is re-
moved, repeat on the opposite side. (10/11)
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